First Summary:

Responsibility requires reacting to reality. Justice cannot be based on
minority hearsay evidence. Two hundred years after the Magellan
circumnavigation and a hundred years after millions of civilians were
slaughtered in the Thirty Years War between the Prostants and Catholics,
the American founders saw clearly that equal justice was incompatible
with an unevenly revealed religion. So religion is immoral.

Be careful. Be skeptical. If your superstitious cult didn't stress the
fundamental importance of reason, understanding, learning the complete
truth and having the courage to not ignore evidence then your god is an
obscurantist devil who does not want you to think like a responsible
adult.

Excessive selfish credulity is a potentially deadly vice.

Second Summary:

Ethan Allen summarized my essay in 1784:

“Such people as can be prevailed upon to believe, that their reason is
depraved, may easily be led by the nose, and duped into superstition at
the pleasure of those in whom they confide, and there remain from
generation to generation: for when they throw by the law of reason the
only one which God gave them to direct them in their speculatins and
duty, they are exposed to ignorant or insidious teachers, and also to
their own irregular passions, and to the folly and enthusiasm of those
about them, which nothing but reason can prevent or restrain...”

Ethan Allen

“Undoubtedly it is our duty, and for our best good, that we occupy and
improvethe faculties, with which our creator has endowed us, but so far
as prejudice, or prepossession of opinion prevails over our minds, in the
same proportion, reason isexcluded from our theory or practice. Therefore
if we would acquire useful knowledge, we must first divest ourselves of
those impediments and sincerely endeavor to search out the truth: and
draw our conclusions from reason and just argument, which will never
conform to our inclination, interest or fancy; but we must conform to
that if we would judge rightly.”

Ethan Allen

“The representation of a God, who (as we are told by certain divines)
from alleternity elected an inconsiderable part of mankind to eternal

life, and reprobated the rest to eternal danation ...is a selfish and
inferior notion of a God void of justice, goodness, and truth, ...which,
if admitted to be true, overturns all religion, ...resolving the whole

into the sovereign disposal of a tyrannical and unjust being, which is
offensive to reason and common sense, and subversive of moral rectitude
in general.”

Ethan Allen

Did you know that Marxists teach that people in a capitalist society
can't be reasonable? They say that all of our political thoughts are
determined by our social class. Obviously, Ethan Allen is better thinker
than Karl Marx. If people can't be reasonable then there can't be any
point in talking about it. The Marxist belief that only they can be
reasonable displays the kind of arrogance that destroys empathy.



“A fair deal will always be a reasonable deal”



